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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
A few days ago I had the privilege, once again, of spending 
some time with the "Wizard of Oz", our Founder, Carl "Virgo" 
Bender. Virgo's wisdom and vision are the reason we have a 
club like Top Cats today. (Of course, I could look at it this way...if 
it wasn't for Virgo, we wouldn't have Top Cats, if we didn't have 
Top Cats, I wouldn't be President, if I wasn't President, I wouldn't 
be struggling with getting my column done at 3:45 AM this morning.) 

A few hours with Virgo is, in fact, like spending time with the 
"Wizard." You leave wiser, humbler, more enthusiastic, a bit sadder, 
and exhausted from absorbing the flood of wisdom and 
gratitude that pours forth. It's not unlike the proverbial 
emotional roller coaster we've all ridden at one time in our life 
as you see the gleam in his eyes as he recalls how Top Cats started, 
the tears that seep forth as he voices his pride in all of us, the 
wide smile he displays as he hears of our future plans, and the 
look of regret that inadvertently overcomes him as he listens to 
the stories of the great rides we've had in his absence. 

Driving home after my visit, I reflected on how rich the 2 hours 
or so we spent together was, and pondered how easy it would 
be to lead a club full of "Virgos." Not only would it be easy, it 
would be fun for every member. Hmmm...the ideal Top Cat???? 

If we could clone the ol' "Wizard", I think we'd have members 
whose personal conduct would be mature, professional, and 
reflect positively on the image of Top Cats wherever we ride. 
They would possess a high level of riding skills, display good 
judgement, set the example, embrace brotherhood with a 
passion, ride safe and be respectful of other riders around them, 
would be involved in a volunteer capacity wherever their skills 
were needed, and never hesitate to contribute to the Club. 

They would always have a handshake and a greeting for others, 
their personal skills would lift them above whining and com-
plaining to other members or to the Board, they would have a 
vision of the future for Top Cats and help pursue it, with every 
challenge, they'd have a solution, and they would be a cut 
above the typical motorcycle club member. They would truly be 
first - class people, great Americans, skilled riders, and riders 
who, individually do not particularly stand out but who, 
collectively, become a unique, and elite, group. Hmmm 

Sound like idealism? Well, guess what gang? From my saddle, 
the majority of you are that ideal member. With few exceptions, 
our members typify the rider we could trust, that we'd all enjoy 
rolling down the highway with, sitting on a committee with, 
attending a safety course with, or just hanging out at a fuel stop 
with. From my heart, each Board member's heart, and our 
Founder's heart, thanx for being that member. 

Let'sRoll! 
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A Reason to Ride.... 
By Traveler 

Two years ago, we had the charity ride from hell. It rained all... 
damn... day, every one of the few riders who participated got 
miserably drenched; we were cold, and the turn - out was lousy. 
Now, every time we have a Charity Ride Committee meeting, I 
can't help but remember that horrible day, two years ago and 
wonder...what makes us do that? The thrill of the ride, you say? 
Sometimes, there's just other reasons to ride.... 

Flash ahead two years. May 4, 2001, the Annual NISRA 
Banquet. As has become the tradition, Top Cats were in attendance, 
incognito, sans leathers, boots, skull caps, and tatoos covered. 
On our best behavior? Not particularly, just Top Cats. Sandy 
Vernon coordinated our seating so we had two tables for her 
and Bill, me, Kim Helland, Ric and Jackie Case, Michelle 
Kastner, Susan Tabordon, John Fraccaro, Sal Saccomanno, 
Jim Heniff, and two special Top Cats' guests, Gina and Debra 
from Open Road Radio. This night was a special one for 
NISRA as they also celebrated their 25th anniversary. 

During the cocktail hour, I met Sean, the young man who 
represented NISRA, and Illinois, in swimming at the Nationals 
two years ago. At that time, Top Cats donated $100 to Sean for 
a swim suit and to help defray the costs of competing. Now, two 
years later, Sean voiced his thanks again for our help. I was 
proud of his recognition of Top Cats and added another 
"Reason to ride" to my list. 

Typical of any banquet, you meet new people seated at your 
table. We enjoyed the company of Jo Ann, a NISRA softball 
team member and a Crystal Lake couple who were seated at 
our table by mistake, Larry and Beverly Thomas. Somewhere 
during the conversation, it dawned on Larry and Bev that they 
were in the company of "Bikers." You could sense a wee bit of 
surprise and tension as they realized they were out of place 
during conversations regarding motorcycling. 

After a few award presentations, a moving invocation by Troy, a 
NISRA beneficiary, and a couple of speakers, Brian introduced 
NISRA's Founding Director as the keynote speaker. Turnabout 
is only fair as we discovered that Mrs. Beverly Thomas was the 
Founding Director of NISRA. When Beverly took the podium, I 
expected a litany of well - rehearsed, prepared remarks. 
Instead, Beverly started by explaining how fortunate she and 
Larry were in sitting at the wrong table tonight and getting to 
know those wonderful people from Top Cats. There were 
resounding yells and hoots as the NISRA kids stood to applaud 
the Top Cats. 
I was proud, as I think we all were, that we had another 
"Reason to ride." 

Every time I'm around the NISRA Family, I'm not only reminded 
of another good reason to ride, I'm also reminded of how great 
life is for those who accept the hand they've been dealt and 
make the best of it, how wonderful our lives would be with less 
whiners and complainers and more people who face life's 
challenges with energy, determination and a smile. 

Next time you think about riding any charity ride, reflect on the 
charity that the ride supports. I'll just bet, it'll give you one more 
reason to ride. 



Ha7d Parts 

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Vice President 	Rik Lowry 	 847/284-1111 

(lowryhogan@aol.com) 
Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

(jheniff@yahoo.com) 
Secretary 	Ken "Hawke e" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 

(ihawkeye50 	aol.com) 
Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-2767 

(carlbender@aol.com) 
Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 

(glax@hotmail.com) 
Director 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 

vern693@aol.com  
Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 

(bboand(&fedex.com) 
Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 

(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOTLINE: (847) 622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotImail.com  

NEXT MEETING: June 5, 2001 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim "Taz" Krepel (windy@dls.net ) 	815/459-9345 
Charity Ride 	BetnieWeiss (gottobl@aoLcom) 	 847/831-5393 
Membership 	Joe Rabanus (PureBrass@aoLcom) 	630/377-6686 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (phan42442@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Products 	Alicia Munro (aliciakuma@aoLcom) 	847/639-4009 
Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hotmaiLcom) 	815/459-2488 
Roar 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Wayne`ffiraveler"Kirkpatridi(wldrkpa177@aolcom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aol.com) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (ric.I.case@alac.ameritec.com ) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 	847/438-4998 
Volunteer 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax (eftax@hotmalcom) 	847/438-5236 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220Jake.k12.Lus) 	847/382-6143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowman13@aol.com) 847-537-8989 

LANIDE'S CYCLE 

Your Best Complete 
Source of 

HD Aftermarket Parts 

Order by 6pm CST 
for same day ship to 

your doorstep 
(most cases overnight) 

9000+ products 
realtime inventory 

Visit 
randyscycleonlinacorn 

and click on 

Hard Parts 
11013 Route 47 

Huntley, II. 60142 
847-669-0256 

Fax 847-669-0772 
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ATTENTION ALL TOP CATS! 
ATTENTION ALL TOP CATS! 
An observation by Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Have I got your attention? Good. I want to thank Sherry Bossard for submitting an article that 
appeared on the front page of the May Roar. Also, thanks to Alicia Kumro and Terri Hart for their 
recent contributions. It's great to see fresh voices contribute to the Roar. To me, the ideal Roar 
would have the Presidents Message, the Minutes of the Meetings, the article from whichever Board 
Member needs to report to the members that month, and the Activities Calendar. Those articles 
would take up 4 pages. The rest of the 8 pages would be filled up with articles, great thoughts, 
suggestions, from YOU ALL. With over 100 members, I'd like to read what everybody else has to 
say. Yesterday, over 60 motorcycles participated in the Door-to-Door ride. That means that there 
were 60 different impressions of the day. Let's hear from you about it. What you liked, what could 
have made it better for you, what you'd like to see happen next year. Submit 25 words, 250 words 
or 1250 words. The members would like to hear more from other members, rather than just the 
same people each month. It's your club; it's your Roar! Help make it more interesting reading for 
everybody. Just attach a 'WORD" document to an E-mail to John Lunde at 
monger1@hotmail.com . 

Editors Note: Though "WORD" is the preferred format for a document, if unavailable an article 
written with an e-mail text editor will suffice. 

DES PLAINES  

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDACOM 

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines II. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 
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W.1 Mihey's Trikey's Sewing 
Custom sewing 

Patches, Rippers & Snaps 
Custom Body Jewelry 

Miley 	847-358-3167 

Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

great destination, you've got the best of both worlds. 
Our thanx to Iceman and john Fraccaro for a super 
Mothers' Day. 

Politically Incorrect... 
By Traveler 

The old cliche, "It ain't the destination, it's the journey" 
may be true but, when you can combine a great ride to a 
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Ain't it a shame that, anymore, our actions are evaluated 
on their "Political Correctness?" I suppose we wouldn't 
have "Politically Correct"  if we didn't have "Politically 
Incorrect"  as a contrast. (Follow me on this, now.) I 
suspect that, Top Cats can lay claim to contributing to 
the definition of "Politically Correct" by providing a 
contrast. Uh oh, Top Cats doing something "Politically 
Incorrect?" I think we did... 

From the looks and stares we seemed to be drawing at 
Maxsons where we stopped for lunch on our White Pines 
Ride, there was more than one observer who thought it 
"Politically Incorrect" to be riding on Sunday, Mothers' 
Day. Here it was, a major family holiday honoring our 
mothers and a bunch of bikers are out riding with no 
respect for their mothers at all! How awful!!! 

Little did they know that, as we got ready to ride, as we 
stopped for fuel, and as we dismounted at Maxsons, I 
counted 10 of 15 riders giving Mothers' Day greetings via 
cell phones and, we had two riders peel off to go to 
family Mothers' Day events. That's 12 riders or 80% of 
our folks performing a "Politically Correct" act. Pretty 
good percentage, I'd say, for a bunch of bikers. 

Political correctness aside, we had 15 Top Cats enjoy a 
great ride on Mothers' Day. Road Captained by John 
Fraccaro under Jim Heniff's tutelage, we rode a great 
route, in great weather, to a great restaurant, on a great 
holiday. Maps, a pre - ride, safety briefing, waivers, a 
re - group / fuel stop, and sub - groups typified the 
detailed planning that Jim "Iceman" Heniff employs and 
passed down to John as he lead his first official Top Cats 
ride. John did a great job under unusual, and intimidating, 
circumstances. Not everyone has the opportunity to lead 
their first ride under the watchful eyes of Lizard, Iceman, 
Traveler, The Judge, and Taz. It's like driving a car for the 
first time while being watched by Mario Andretti, 
Emerson Fittipaldi, and Dale Earnhart. However, 
critiques and feedback were well received, minor 
adjustments made, and a successful ride was lead by a 
competent Road Captain. 

Rides after lunch included a planned returned route, also 
lead by John, with a group lead by Bard heading up to 
Blackhawk Raceway to watch fellow Top Cat Mark 
Hooper race his hi - powered go-cart. 

1 1 aft 

CompieteDetaihn' Service 
WE COME TO YOU!  

*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We Make Your Vehide  
Look Brand New!  

Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  

V:7 44  :41 	.4,R101641010;Onwv,v4wW1,,,VV-1,41:0,  
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110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60084 

HULDEN 

#1.1vbil--mor ommir 
I I WA 

AilLwAIP  
GRAPHICS 
CORPOR•ATION 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

—111111111111=11111•111•111111111111' 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

JUNE & JULY 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

6/3 SUNRISE RIDE AND ROUTE 66 OUT 
OF CHICAGO 
Meet at Highland House at 4:30 AM. Ride to 
Lou Mitchell's (565 W. Jackson, Chicago) for 
breakfast and depart at 8:00 AM to go out on 
Route 66. Road Captain - Craig Martens 

6/5 TOP CAT'S MONTHLY MEETING 
7:30 PM O'Trainas - Wauconda 

6/8-10 DOOR COUNTY RIDE 
Jordy is leaving Market Street Restaurant (Rt 
59 & Kelsey Rd) at 9:00 am. 
Ric is leaving White Alps Restaurant (Rt 22 & 
12) at 3:30 PM 

6/11 BOARD MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 

6/12 G.R.A.S.S. Course 
6:00 PM Village Green Tavern, Buffalo Grove 

6/15-17 LITTLE STURGIS - DAVENPORT, IA 
Road Captain - Bard Boand 

6/17 PALATINE HOG BREAKFAST RIDE 
9:00AM SUBURBAN HARLEY DAVIDSON 

6/19 TOP CAT'S CHARITY RIDE 
COMMITTEE MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 

7/3 TOP CAT'S MONTLY MEETING 
7:30 PM O'Trainas - Wauconda 

7/9 BOARD MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 

7/15 RIDE FOR KIDS SAKE 
Road Captain - TBA 

7/15 PALATINE HOG BREAKFAST RIDE 
9:00AM SUBURBAN HARLEY DAVIDSON 

7/17 TOP CAT'S CHARITY RIDE 
COMMITTEE MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 

7/22 WEEKEND RIDE TO MT VERNON 
7/28 TOP CAT'S NISRA PICNIC 

Barrington, Time - TBA 
7/29 G.R.A.S.S. Course 

Village Green Tavern, Buffalo Grove - TBA 
7/29 SAV-A-PET Charity Ride 

Jersey Pine Cruisers 
7/31 TOP CAT'S MONTHLY MEETING FOR 

AUGUST (Due to Sturgis Rally) 
7:30 PM O'Trainas - Wauconda 
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Minutes of the May Board  
Meeting  

by Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Board members present: Ken Glassman, 
Wayne Kirkpatrick, Bard Boand, Jim Heniff, Terry 
Kumro, Sandy Vernon, with Joe Rabanus, Taz 
Krepel and Ric Case also attending. 

Sandy Vernon reported that Jordy Glazov 
had donated the printing cost for the NISRA 
Charity Ride. Linda Martens and Barbara Weiss 
are handling the ticket disbursement to the Top Cat 
Members. Please make sure you see them to get 
your tickets. All Top Cats are expected to support 
our charity effort by purchasing a minimum of 10 
tickets @ $10 each. Naturally, the more tickets 
that you sell, the better it will be for the kids at 
NISRA. For you new members, NISRA stands for 
Northern Illinois Special Recreation Association. 
They provide educational and recreational 
programs for disabled kids and adults, and are an 
award winning charity cited often for their judicious 
use of the funds that they receive. Last year the 
Top Cats raised over $24,000 for NISRA, which 
was used to fund summer camp programs for kids 
who otherwise wouldn't have been able to afford to 
attend camp. So let's all get behind this effort 
again this year, and make our Charity Ride an 
even bigger success than last year. 

Please remember, the Black and Gold logo is 
reserved for current Board Members, past 
Board Members and Past Presidents only. 

Terry Kumro informed us that the next 
GRASS (Group Riding and Safety Seminar) 
class will be held on Tuesday, June 12, at 6:00 
PM at the Village Green, in Buffalo Grove, right 
next to the Buffalo Grove Golf Course. 

The Board approved the following 
people as new members: 
Jenny Ori, of Chicago, and the President of 
Active Temporary Services, is a full member. 
Rik Lowry is her sponsor. James Samaras, 
and Loreen Merkin, of Crystal Lake as full 
members. James owns Viking Dodge in 
Crystal Lake. Jim McRoy is their sponsor. Both 
are full members. Ted Zusman, of Deerfield, is 
a retired podiatrist, and sponsored by Wayne 
Newman. Ted is a full member. David Hirsh, of 
Barrington Hills, and a Sr. VP of Solomon Smith 
Barney was approved as a full member. Jim 
Heniff is his sponsor. Russell Kirkpatrick, of 
Algonquin, and of Bell & Howell was approved 
as an associate member. (Russell is the son of 
our President Wayne Kirkpatrick, but none of 
the Board held that against him!) 

Speaking of NISRA, many of our Top Cats 
attended their recent banquet, where our club was 
honored and praised for our work. When the name 
of Top Cats was mentioned, the kids in the crowd 
began to "hoot and holler" their appreciation and 
affection for our members. They never forget their 
excitement at seeing our bikes along the ride route 
and their brief opportunities to sit on our motorcycles 
at their picnic. 

Hopefully, by our next meeting, Alicia Kumro 
will have more Top Cats logo shirts to sell us. This 
shipment will be for long sleeve T-shirts with our 
logo, so come to the June meeting. Sandy Vernon 
is also entering into an agreement with a shop in 
Barrington that will embroider any item of clothing 
or hats with the Black and White Top Cat logo for 
members. More info will come from Sandy on that. 
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MY THIRD ARTICLE.... 
by Rik Lowry - Vice President 

In the past, I have written a lot about camaraderie and how much our club has, but the events of the Door-to-
Door ride this year have taken it to a higher level. 

By now all of you have heard how successful the ride was. At one point, 81 bikes were parked in front of the 
Village Tavern (this does not include passengers). The planning for this event began back in December, 2000, 
when I asked Ken Glassman's assistance in getting it organized as well as functioning as the road captain for the 
east loop. Over the past four months Ken distributed and collected the sign-up fliers, made announcements at 
the meetings, and was my right arm when I was traveling. It became obvious very quickly that two loopg' would 
not be enough and a third was added. Chuck Prettyman volunteered, and asked, that since he was new at this, 
could he help put together a tentative route for the afternoon group ride. About two weeks out, we had to add a 
fourth loop and Sandy Vernon volunteered for that one. The Saturday before the ride, Chuck, Ken and myself 
made the ride, double checking odometer readings, constructions, detours, etc., and all three of us felt that it was 
a good route that could be completed in the allotted time. At that point, we thought we had this year's door-to-
door knocked - every base had been covered and every concern attended to. Less than 48 hours later, Chuck 
went to the hospital for a quadruple bypass and all of our attention was focused on prayers for him and his 
family. After several phone calls to Traveler, it was decided that the door-to-door would still take place and we 
would go to the membership to fill in the gaps. Craig and Linda Martin volunteered to take Chuck's morning 
loop, which meant their going out at night after they closed their store, to fine tune the routes (remember, this is 
four days before the ride). John Lunde volunteered to help us keep track of all the construction happening in 
downtown Barrington, and many other members called to ask how they could be of assistance. 

The good news is that Chuck is at home and recovering nicely. The better news is to discover that an adversity 
such as this brings out the best in people, with everyone rising to the occasion. It's another reason why we should 
be proud to be a Top Cat! So, to all the people who worked on this year's ride: our two past presidents and senior 
road captains, Rick Case and Rob Mann, that brought up the rear ensuring nobody was left behind; Taz, for being 
a free range rider, keeping all the groups together, popping-up at dangerous intersections and being everyone's 
eyes and ears; to the afternoon road captains Ken Glassman, Windy Krepel, George Lax, Craig and Linda Martin; 
to the officers and directors; Traveler, Bard Boand, Terry Kumro, Sandy Vernon and Jim Heniff, who rode the 
number two slots; and to Ken Glassman, Sandy Vernon and especially Craig and Linda Martin, for leading the 
morning loops. A special thanks to Ken Glassman for helping out in all areas and never saying no! 

I hope no one has to go through what we did because of an illness to a fellow rider, but it is reassuring and 
heartwarming to know that your fellow riders will always be there to help. Chuck...you were in our prayers all 
the way. Everyone commented on how good your route was, and we'll all be on our bikes together soon with you 
leading the way! 

Thanks to all! 
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Fall Charity Ride Message 

When I was asked to join Top Cats I felt very 
fortunate. I could see from the beginning that I was 
going to be part of a group that had the same 
priorities as I do. Membership included dues and a 
financial and time commitment to be charitable. Not 
only do we love to ride but Top Cats had in place a 
group whose needs we could help meet. I am speaking 
of NISRA, the Northern Illinois Special Recreation 
Association. It serves the needs of nine neighboring 
communities by providing activities for physically 
challenged young people. What better way to see 
our efforts in action than to come and meet the 
people who matter. 

After serving on the Charity Ride committee last 
year with Ric Case and Ray and Diane Caprio, I 
knew Top Cats would work together and make a 
great contribution to NISRA. I was not disappointed. 
As Chairman of the committee this year be assured 
that an excellent committee is in place to do an 
outstanding job. It is EVERYONES job to make this 
charity ride and bike raffle successful. 

We are fortunate to be business owners and executives. 
We are fortunate to own bikes we love and have a 
great group to ride with. We are fortunate to have the 
opportunity to help those who will never know the 
true feeling of knees in the breeze and wind in the 
face as we do! !! ! 

Please step up and help. Raffle tickets are $10. each 
and available by calling Bernie & Barb 847-831-
5393 or Craig & Linda 847-362-5556. Thanks! We 
know we can count on all of you. 

Sincerely, 
Bernie & Barb Weiss 
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LAKE-  VILLA, IL- 
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847-356-3000 
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PRICE $$$ $$$ 
*SUZUKI!. 

YOU'k CAA ~ STOP lll004003C`7CISs 8N©PIII 

THE MIDWEST'S LARGEST RECREATIONAL DEALER! 
JUST 7 MILES WEST OF GREAT AMERICA 

Diarilews 31 YEARS SAME OWNERSHIP 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

BANK FINANCING 
TRADE-INS WELCOME 

SEE OUR FULL LINE OF MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S 

130 S. RT. 83. LAKE VILLA IL 847-356-3000 
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Minutes of the May 2001  
General Meeting  

by Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Wayne Kirkpatrick introduced guests. 
Jim McRoy is sponsoring Loreen Merkin and 
James Samaras of Crystal Lake, who were 
both on the Door-to-Door Ride; Wayne 
Newman introduced his friend Ted who was 
also on the Door-to Door ride. (They both got 
away before I could get Ted's Last name). 
Wayne also updated the group on the improving 
condition of Chuck Prettyman, and Karl "Fritz" 
Schiffmeyer, who crashed his racecar at Road 
America recently. (That's what you get from 
fooling with those 4 wheel contraptions) All Top 
Cats wish them both a speedy recovery. 

Ric Lowry reviewed the minutes of the 
last Board Meeting, with an emphasis on the 
new policy that states that all new members 
must complete a Group Riding And Safety 
Seminar (G.R.A.S.S.) within 12 months of joining, 
and all current members must complete one no 
later than the end of 2002. Rik also took time to 
thank all the Road Captains (Chuck Prettyman, 
Sandy Vernon, Craig Martens, George Lax, 
Windy Krepel, and Ken Glassman) for their 
help in making the Door-to-Door ride a great 
success. There were over 83 bikes participating 
at one point of another in the ride! 

Ric Case reminded everyone that the 
next Group Riding And Safety Seminar 
(GRASS) will be held on Tuesday night, June 
12. Check the Hotline for all the info on that. 
He also asked any member who still hasn't 
returned their Ride Waiver Form, to please get 
one to him ASAP.  

female roommate if she were uglier than me. 
LIKE THAT'S POSSIBLE !!! } 

Membership Chairman, Joe Rabanus, 
will have an updated roster any day now. Just 
call or E-mail Joe, and he'll E-mail one to you in 
Word format, or fax one to you, or even mail a 
hard copy to you if necessary. 

Jordy Glazov updated the members on 
the Door County Ride. Get with him or Ric 
Case to coordinate departure times for that 
June 8, ride. 

Sandy Vernon, our logo products 
Chairperson, asked members to call her with 
suggestions of things you'd like to buy with the 
Top Cats logo on it. 

Remember, the Message Board on our 
Website is operational, and can be a GREAT 
source of information flow. But it has to be 
USED for it to be effective. So log on, check it 
out regularly, and post your comments, queries, 
etc. 

Bard Boand informed us that the 20 
rooms at the Radisson Quad Cities Hotel (319) 
322-2200 are spoken for. You may call and put 
your name on a waiting list, or call a few days 
ahead to see about cancellations. {Author's 
note: I'm going by myself and have a room with 
2 beds. If any MALE wants to share the room, 
contact me. Not to be discriminatory against 
women, but my wife said I could only have a 
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TEAM TOP CATS 
by Ric Case 

'All for motorcycling. Motorcycling for all motorcycle enthusiasts" 

What is Ric trying to say now? What does it all mean? What does this have to do with Safety? It means 
that in all our group rides, we have to put our egos second, the group's best interest first. It means the senior; 
experienced riders have to mentor those needing and requesting assistance at improving their riding skills and 
knowledge at any and all levels of ability. We are never too old or experienced to learn from each other. -Whether 
it is informally while sharing comroderaie at a jam session or at a formal class such as GRASS, we all must ask 
ourselves "what can I do to make everyone's ride better, and thus, making for a cohesive and safer group ride". 

Those of us on the Safety Committee do NOT want to regulate anything. Aren't we already over 
regulated enough as it is, in our every day lives? Motorcycling is often equated to Freedom. In order to keep 
Freedom, we must act responsibility. That's for maintaining Freedom, not Freedom from acting responsibility. In 
order to maintain that Freedom in motorcycling, just as we have in this great country of ours, we must help each 
other, working together as a team, for the good of all, to gain the betterment for each of us, thus becoming better 
as one whole unit. 

The Shriners take this to the epiphany of togetherness. Parading, competing all the while putting their 
lives into team member's hands by depending on him to do exactly as practiced and expected. 

So let's get on the TEAM. Ride for the good of all TOP CATS, not just our own personal pleasures and 
I'll bet you get even more fun, by riding longer and safer out of your riding 'dollar and riding day. 

Ride Free(r), 

Cripp PCrePlt 
H EADWEAR 

BASEBALL CAP WITH GENUINE PYTHON VISOR. 
NATURAL OR ORANGE PYTHON $59.95 + 4.95 S&H 
10% DISCOUNT TO TOPCAT MEMBERS 

THIS IS NOT AN AUTHORIZED H.D. PRODUCT.* YOU MUST SUPPLY 
PATCH OF YOUR CHOICE & WE DO THE REST* 

CALL FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
847-381-9490 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 

G-LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 	 CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 	 P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 
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1975 East Rand Road • Arlington Heights, IL 

+ PASTA DIAVOLO  
+CHICAGO 

1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 

.

Phone:773.394.1812 
Fax: 773.394.1809 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 

MU -
RFD1A0y 0  : 01  A:  0 0  M0 m  - A7 : 0 0 - 4  P: 0  M 

AM-4:00 
pm I HAitc! oaviosol  

SATURDAY 
 

SUNDAY CLOSED 

off apparel 
and accessories 
with TOPCATS 

membership card 

Northwest 
suburbs 
largest 	• 
dealer of 
Harley-Davidson 
aftermarket parts 

Chicagoland's premier Indian and 
Victory Motorcycle dealership 

Expert service and customization 
on all American V-Twins 

Featuring Arlen Ness, Bikers 
Choice, Chrome Specialties, 
Custom Chrome, Cyril Huze, 
Drag Specialties, Kuryakyn, 
Linear Steel, Performance 
Machines, West Coast Choppers 

Keep the road open! 

www.americasopenroad.com  

[113 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.corn 

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 
	 da'  
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Gadgets, Gizmos and Other Good Stuff 
by Joe Rabanus 

Over the years, I've spotted quite a few interesting gadgets and products on bikes and bikers...and 
in magazines. I've tried many, and some have turned out to be very useful. Ever wonder, however, 
what nifty gizmos lurk out of sight, within the darkness of your fellow bikers' saddle bags and Tour 
Packs? I'll share some items worthy of purchase...or, at least, worthy of consideration of your dollars. 
This being the beginning of the high-volume riding season, here are two items of timely usage: 

If a picture is worth a thousand words, just imagine how many words a flat tire can generate. For 
tube-less tires (you spoke-wheeled people with inner-tube tires can skip this product, and go directly 
to a phone, and call a tow truck), a plug-type tire repair kit can be bought for a few bucks at your 
local hardware or auto parts store...small, light-weight and simple to use (do not practice this repair 
at home, on your existing good tires!). The flat tire can easily be fixed on the side of the road, without 
removing the wheel, or even having to jack the bike up. 

How to inflate your tire after you fix it? There are numerous CO2 cartridge inflation units on the mar-
ket (at motorcycle stores, via ads and in catalogs) to get the job done. Prices start in the low $30 
range. Most kits include a valve connection device, and one or two CO2 cartridges. However, you 
can save quite a few dollars by going to your local BICYCLE shop. Seems that our friends, the pedal-
bikers, have more of problem with flats than we do, and have almost perfected the sport of flat fix'n. 

I found a gadget that is small (important), simple to use (even more important) and sturdily built 
(really important, especially when 'stored' in my saddle bags!) named THE RED ZEPPLIN INFLATOR 
(Planet Bike...www.planetbike.com ) at my local Schwinn shop. This unit, featuring an 
on/off/adjustable inflation knob, and two CO2 cartridges (approximately what you'll need to inflate 
one tire) cost only $15.99. That's a good deal. Of course, fully understanding your first attempt at tire 
repair will get screwed up (creating additional picturesque road-side words), two additional spare 
(Read: second attempt) CO2 cartridges will set you back another $6 and change. All of this 
equipment takes up just a little space, and is easily carried in your bike's tool kit. 

Now that you are happily back on your repaired bike, a few words of warning: GO HOME! Or, if 
closer, GO TO THE NEAREST MOTORCYCLE SHOP FOR A NEW TIRE. DO NOT SPEED on your way there, 
and BE VERY CAUTIOUS. Motorcycle tires are not at all similar in performance to car tires, especially 
when it comes to repairs with patches and plugs. Replace the repaired motorcycle tire at your 
earliest chance. 

Perhaps you enjoy the same problem I do...not enough hair remaining to keep the sun off of my 
head, but still too much hair to rub suntan lotion onto my not-quite-yet-bald scalp. In the past, I have 
thus returned from rides with either a sunburned head, or with a hair style looking like it did back in the 
Brylcream days of the 60's (please note I've only read about those 'a little dab will do ya' days, in 
history books!). As well, if you do opt for suntan lotion, you can forget about getting a good grip on 
your clutch or brake levers for the remainder of the afternoon...and Lord help you if you need to twist 
off your gas cap! 

Enter the folks at Coppertone. They make a product called SPORT SUNBLOCK SPRAY, rated SPF 30. 
The bottle (plastic) proudly proclaims it's Ultra-Dry, Ultra-Sweat proof and Waterproof (it must be true, 
or they couldn't print it...right???). Well, the stuff works great. Spray it on the top of your head, and it 
goes right past those thin, miserable remaining hairs, right to the scalp where it's needed. Spray it on 
your arms, neck and face too... it covers evenly, with no mess on your gloves or hands...and you no 
longer miss those areas of your body which you can no longer physically reach with a messy lotion! A 
word of caution, here as well: Spray it on while down-wind from your bike and sunglasses! 

You can find it at Walgreen's. They stock the big 7oz spray bottle...it's good to have extra on hand for 
your friends! 
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OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

ISDT motorcycle legends as Dick Mann, John Penton, Dane 
Leimbach, and Malcom Smith. Details can be gathered from 
Becky at Classic Motorcycles, LLC, (314) 481-1291. 

SAGA CONTINUES. 	Poor Excelsior-Henderson. After 
filing Chapter 11 last fall in an effort to reorganize, revive and 
survive, co-founders Dave and Dan Hanlon say the new 
owners are selling off assets instead of making efforts to revive 
the company. A lawsuit filed against the company also claims 
that there has been a total cessation of business activities by the 
company. Bad news for E-H is another tragedy for the 
American motorcycle industry. 

HELMET LAWS. While five states have amended their 
helmet laws in the past six years, we're now seeing over half 
of the remaining 20 helmet - law states considering repealing 
their helmet laws. Those states include Georgia, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, 
and Virginia. Remember, I said "considering" repealing. It's 
always smart to check motorcycle safety laws before you enter 
another state. 

NORTON LOVERS. If you like motorcycle shows and you 
admire Nortons, reserve August 12th on your calendar. The 
Chicago Norton Owners Club will hold their 10th Annual 
Chicagoland Vintage & Antique Motorcycle Show at the 
College of Dupage in Glen Ellyn. The show is open to any 
motorcycle over 25 years old. The best part? Admission is 
free! Details can be found by calling (630) 858-8192. 

TRAILER INSURANCE. If you are one of the many who 
own a motorcycle trailer, you just might want to check to 
determine if it's covered under your auto or even your 
homeowners policy. One poor rider found out, after his 
enclosed trailer was stolen at a rally, that his Coverage was only 
good if the trailer was connected to a tow vehicle or setting in 
his own driveway. He later found out that extra coverage cost 
him $1 more per year in premiums. 

THANX. For the many riders who have had work performed 
on their bike by Suburban Harley - Davidson, the smiling face, 
and helpful nature of Dave Langguth instilled confidence and 
helped sooth the pain of paying a service bill. Our thanx and 
best wishes to David as he moves on to another career 
opportunity and our thanx to the rest of the Service 
Department for capably filling the gap in his absence. 

ISDT REUNION RIDE. The International Six Days Trial is 
the Olympics of endurance motorcycling. Held annually, this 
event pits the best teams from various nations against each 
other in a wide variety of endurance and riding / racing skill 
events. The United States has historically performed respectfully 
placing first in the world on many occasions over the years. In 
tribute to America's heritage in this world event, the ISDT 
Reunion Ride will be held October 26-28 in Park Hills, MO. 
It's not a rally, rather two days of ISDT style competition that 
makes for exciting spectating and the opportunity to meet such 
American 

RUN-FLAT TIRES. Dunlop Sportmax A tires, part # 
99000001122 front / 99000001123 rear, available from any 
BMW Motorcycle dealer. Claimed to provide better stability 
that a regular tire upon puncture. 

BIKER CULTURE 
Riding season is here and it's time to get healthy and physical-
ly fit. Here's some advise for eating, and staying healthy?: 

Your heart is only good for so many beats. 
Everything wears out eventually. Speeding up your heart beat 
will not make you live longer. It's like believing that you can 
extend the life of your bike by riding it faster. Want to live 
longer? Take a nap. 

Eating red meat is not bad. Understand the mechanics 
of the food chain. You see, cows eat hay and corn. And what 
are these? Vegetables. So, a steak is nothing more than effi-
cient way of delivering vegetables to your system. Need grain? 
Eat a chicken. Beef is also a good source of roughage...field 
grass. 

Wine and beer are good for you (Unless you're rid-
ing!) Look, it goes along with the last point about vegetables. 
We all know that scientists divide everything in the world into 
three categories; animal, mineral, and vegetable. We know that 
beer and wine are not animal, and they are not on the periodic 
table of elements, so that only leaves one thing, right? My 
advice? Have a beer and a burger and enjoy your vegetables. 

How about that body - fat ratio? It's simple to calcu-
late. If you have one body, and you have some body fat, then 
you have a one to one ratio. If you have two bodies and body 
fat, you have a two to one ration. It's simple. 

Fried foods are good. Food is fried these days in veg-
etable oil. In fact, it's usually saturated in vegetable oil. How 
could getting more vegetables be bad for you? 

Sit ups? Never. When you exercise anything, it gets 
bigger. Exercising your stomach muscles will cause your 
stomach to get bigger. Stick with vegetables. 

Working out. Remember what I told you about sit 
ups. But, if you have to go to the gym, be careful! If some guy 
asks you to spot for him while he bench presses, do not do it! 
Spotting for someone means you stand over him while he 
blows air up your shorts. (It's an accepted practice at gyms.) If 
that becomes the only reason you go to the gym, you better 
reevaluate your entire health program. 

Finally, you want the real secret to healthy eating? 
Thicker gravy! 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #218 
Barrington, IL 60010 

Ware Kirkpatrick 
P.O. Box 576 
Palatine, IL 60078 
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